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120 MINUTES OF SUFFRAGE CONVENTION
and Mrs. Desha Breckinridge, of Lexington; Miss Belle H. Bennett
and Mrs. Mary C. Roark, of Richmond, besides others who are officers
of the Kentucky Equal Rights Association; and we hope to add to
this number from time to time. We look upon the formation of this
bureau, which affords opportunity for our people to hear our cause
discussed by well-known speakers near at hand, as an important factor
in our work.
The Kentucky Equal Rights Association held its annual conven
tion immediately after the National Convention, on October 25th. It
was the unanimous opinion that the National Convention was a mag
nificent success, presenting our cause to our people on a grander and
more impressive scale than we could have done in any other way.
The impetus given by it and the glorious victories in Washington and
California inspired the association with new confidence that the time
is ripe for it to undertake the initial steps toward an Amendment of
the Constitution of Kentucky granting full Suffrage to women; and
the convention voted to go forward on that line with concentrated
effort. It modernized its own constitution by the adoption of an
amendment presented by Miss Clay for a rotation in office, limiting
the time of holding oflice to two years, and no consecutive term in any
office; the amendment being retroactive one year, and increasing the
number of officers from seven to nine, five of whom are to be elected
on the odd years and four on the even years, which are the Legislative
years.
The officers elected for the year remaining of the even-year term
were: Miss Laura Clay, President; Mrs. John B. Castleman, First Vice
President; Mrs. Mary C. Roark, Corresponding Secretary; Mrs. Isa
bella H. Shepard.
Those elected for the odd years or two-year term were: Mrs.
Mary C. Cramer, Second Vice-President; Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin,
Third Vice-President; Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, Recording Secretary;
Mrs. Lucy A. Nield, Auditor; Mrs. Mary E. Giltner, Member of N. A.
W. S. A. Executive Committee. Mrs. Mary B. Clay and Mrs. Susan
Look Avery were elected Honorary Vice-Presidents for life.
LAURA CLAY,
President.
MRS. MARY C. ROARK,
Corresponding Secretary.
MAINE.
The reports of our officers, departments and local clubs give little
idea of the devotion of the leaders and workers. A large quantity of
literature has been distributed, the press is liberal and for the most
part fair.
We may not report increase in total paid membership, but we
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have 3,500 names on our enrolled list, with here and there a worker
added to the ranks.
We have made modest contributions to the National Treasury, to
the Susan B. Anthony Memorial Fund, and to the California campaign.
Field Day at Old Orchard, August 28th, was notable for the pres
ence of Mrs. Florence Kelley, who delivered the afternoon address.
Mrs. Ryan, business manager of The Woman’s Journal, presented
the claims of the National organ, and secured subscribers which
resulted in placing Maine-the following week-second in the list of
new subscribers.
Miss Luscomb, a leader in the street meetings in Massachusetts,
spoke of the International Conference and the work in England. Mrs.
Thomas spoke of the campaign in California, a portion of which she
witnessed.
Mrs. deGrys, accompanied by her little daughter, sang “The
Battle Hymn of the Republic” and other Suffrage songs. The interest
in the literature was more marked than in any previous year.
Our efforts were concentrated upon the Legislative campaign and
the constitutional amendment conferring the right of Suffrage upon
women, and Maine this year, true to her motto, led the New England
States in the vote for Suffrage.
Following the suggestion of the National.Association and the lead
of other States, we sent a letter to each member of the Legislature
asking an expression of their attitude toward the question. The
replies showed more sympathy and contained more promises of sup
port than at any time during the last six years.
In the judiciary committee of ten, four voted in favor and six op
posed. In the House of Representatives it was moved to substitute
the minority report for the majority report, and seventy voted in favor
and sixty-six opposed.
The Senate by a vote of fifteen to ten refused to concur with the
House.
Hon. Ira H'ersey stood for the measure in the House, and Hon.
Lindley M. Staples in the Senate.
Of the four in the committee who voted it ought to pass, two
were Democrats and two Republicans. Of the seventy in the House,
thirty-eight were Democrats and forty-two Republicans. Of the ten
in the Senate, eight were Democrats and two Republicans.
We may not give the entire credit for this good vote to the
Democratic party, which this year came to power for the first time
since the measure was presented to the Legislature, since the vote was
so equally divided between the two parties it might easily be traced
to the rising tide of Democracy, and the demand of the plain people
for their rightful portion of power, a spirit which is applauded in men,
but in women it is derided and condemned.
The hearing was of the usual high order. The home speakers
numbered the President, Mrs. Fernald; Mrs. Pepper, Mrs. Wallace,
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Miss Bates, Miss Fairfield, and Hon. Geo. H. Allan. We were greatly
aided in presenting the scope and power, and the results of Woman
Suffrage, by Mrs. Maud Wood Park, Secretary of the Boston Equal
Suffrage Association for Good Government, and Miss Harriet May
Mills, President of New York State.
We are glad to believe that if the resolve has passed which at
times it almost seemed as if it might, it would have been not a partisan
political measure, but a social and economic reform.
The Maine Federation of Women’s Clubs in their annual con
vention, devoted the evening of October 4 to Woman Suffrage. The
address by Mrs. Maud Wood Park, of Boston, the gracious introduc





Since the National Convention of 1910, our efforts in all lines of
work have had a determined character, and the results are everywhere
evident and encouraging. In years of service we are old, but in
methods we are new, and as to which methods we can look for best
results, or the most promising for future results, must be a matter of
conjecture.
Our annual State Convention was held in Baltimore City No
vember 28, 1910. The State President reported a number of meet
ings held in the counties and that a number of new friends had been
enrolled in the State membership. All the County clubs reported
progress.
A resolution expressing the love, esteem and appreciation of the
Suffragists of Maryland for the many years of faithful service ren
dered by Emma Maddox Funck, State President, was unanimously
adopted and ordered to be placed upon the minutes.
The reports of the Committees, viz., Press, Literature, Woman’s
Journal, and Peace and Arbitration, were inspiring.
Our daily papers have been generously supplied with original
articles by the State President and Miss Beveridge.
The Chairman of Legislative Work, Etta H. Maddox, sent
memorials to the Democratic and Republican State Conventions, re
questing that a Suffrage plank be placed in their respective platforms.
A bill will be introduced at the coming Legislative session, asking
for Suffrage for women on the same terms as men. We will also
have a bill asking for the appointment of women with police power
for Baltimore City. Miss Edna A. Beveridgc, Chairman of this
work, has secured the endorsements of three-fourths of the clubs in
the city, and we are very sanguine as to the results of her splendid
work.
